Fire Service International Re-Boot Underway
We kicked off the Fire Service International program re-boot last month when
we had two firefighters visit us from Guatemala, Giovanni Cordón, the
commandant of the country, and Edgar Saenz. Over two weeks, they visited
six fire departments and multiple training facilities. This program has been on
pause since the onset of the pandemic and we are super excited to reestablish collaborative relations between the United States and international
fire departments.

Guatemalan and other Central and South American firefighters participate in
this program to receive advanced training that otherwise they would not
receive in their home country. The Fire Service International program provides
a collaborative international platform for firefighters to:
Bring international firefighters to the states for customized training
and/or bring US firefighters to host countries to provide onsite training.
Sale and distribution of safety emergency equipment.
Share information and build international relations.
Learn from each other to enhance their skills to help save more lives.
Unfortunately, during their time with us, their search and rescue dog Monster
had unexpectedly passed away. Monster provided superpower assistance
through his keen sense of smell and specialized training that helped save lives
and keep firefighters safe.

Pictured here is the funeral service
recognizing Monster's service and
commitment as a firefighter with full
honors. His firefighter family gave one last
farewell salute to their long-time and
much-loved companion.
The loss of their companion deeply saddened them, and they were now facing
the daunting and costly task of purchasing a new dog. The breed of dog known
as Belgian Malinois is explicitly bred for search and rescue and would be
procured from a breeder in Spain for $12,000. Yes, that is correct, $12,000!
Immediately, our indomitable leader Karen Scheeringa began searching for a
dog and found a local breeder of Belgian Malinois, and purchased an 8-week
old puppy at a significantly reduced rate.

MEET BLAZE - THE NEWEST MEMBER
OF THE CENTRAL GUATEMALAN FIRE
STATION
Puppy love has descended upon the Hearts
In Motion staff, but he is not ours for long!
Blaze will need to acquire a health
passport for travel to Guatemala in
February, which will require several visits
to the veterinarian. We estimate costs to
get him to Guatemala and the necessary
paperwork to be $5,000.
We need your help to make this happen!
Consider donating today to help Blaze get
to our firefighter family in Guatemala to
help find potential survivors in all types of
crises, including landslides and
earthquakes.

YES I WANT TO HELP BLAZE

Blaze is a full-bred Belgian Malinois, an extraordinary breed with incredible
athletic abilities. You can learn more about this renowned breed by watching
this video . He is currently in the loving care of our Deputy Director Julie
Steven's family, where they will begin basic training - first and foremost,
getting him to go potty outside!
Blaze is another demonstration of our commitment to our Fire Service
International program. Because we could get him at such a reduced price, it
frees up funding for the firefighters to purchase other essential items such as
fire safety equipment. When we plan to take Blaze to Guatemala in February,
firefighters from the United States will travel with us for the first of several
international Fire Service International exchanges we aim to facilitate in 2022.
We sure hope you will consider pitching in to help cover Blaze's veterinarian
and travel expenses for our Guatemala firefighter family. We are looking
forward to getting him to his new family to begin his specialized training to
become a certified Guatemalan Firefighter.
Make a donation to help Blaze get to Guatemala.
Click here to learn more about our Fire Service International program.

Sometimes Love Means Letting Go

Bittersweet Goodbye to Reese House Resident Elvira
Thirteen years ago, Elvira arrived severely malnourished, deaf, and close to
death at our Nutrition Center. Because of donors like you and her sponsor(s),
we provided her with nutritional services and physical therapy to restore her
health. As she became stronger, we could focus on improving her quality of
life even more by sending her to a specialized school to learn sign language
where she would learn how to express her feelings for the first time!
Additionally, our staff learned sign language to effectively and compassionately
communicate with her and provided her with a nurturing and emotionally
supportive environment.
During a short time away from the Reese House with her family, Elvira
sustained an eye injury that left her blind in her right eye. She returned to
Hearts In Motion so we could tend to her injury and got her prescription
eyeglasses to aid with her vision.
Now a young woman, Elvira set out with her grandmother last month to return
to her family. So many of us have such incredibly fond memories of her
dancing and expressing gratitude at her quinceanera, her signing the
Guatemalan national anthem at the city parade, and her love for everyone at
the Reese House! We will miss her dearly, but there will always be a smile on
our faces when we think of her.
You can learn more about the Reese House and the programs we offer at the
Hearts In Motion Gualan Center here .

Make the Holidays Bright for Our

Guatemalan Kids
Today December 10th is the last day to
contribute to ensuring sponsored children
will have presents to open this holiday. A
suggested donation of $25 will cover all of
the holiday necessities for one child.
If you are a child's sponsor and have
moved recently, be sure to send your
updated contact information to Heleine.

University Physical Therapy Team
Returns to Guatemala

Ten years ago, Arcadia University Physical Therapy program was one of the
first Physical Therapy learning groups to travel to Guatemala with Hearts In
Motion to provide patient care and on-site staff training. We are happy to
announce they are now the first Physical Therapy learning group to return to
Guatemala since the onset of the pandemic.
The Arcadia University team included thirteen students and two licensed
therapists. They worked alongside our Guatemalan therapists in pop-up clinics
to provide patient care where access to these services simply does not exist.
When they weren't seeing patients, the group rolled up their sleeves and got to

work on helping paint the Kevin O'Halloran Rehabilitation Clinic in Zacapa. We
are excited for more student physical therapy learning groups to come to our
Centers in Guatemala to help patients in need of care.
To learn more about our rehabilitation services in Guatemala clickhere. To get
details on scheduling a group trip, contact Nancy Winiecki, Therapy Director, at
nancyw@heartsinmotion.org.

Food and Holiday Gift Drive for
Hoosiers In Need

We are feeling the community's big heart this season as food donations and
holiday presents come in for the homeless, seniors, and our New Directions
families. If you don't know about our New Directions program yet, you can
hear all about it in this interview with NPR.
We are grateful to local businesses Secure Dental and Valuation Services and
to our community members who have rallied to support our neighbors in need.
Senior goodie bags and presents for New Directions families will be distributed
later this month in time for Christmas. Food donations for the homeless are
distributed on an ongoing basis in conjunction with the Lost and Found
Ministry.
If you would like to help a senior in need this holiday or would like to help out
with purchasing necessary items for our other programming efforts, visit our
Amazon Wishlist for details. Thank you for giving a gift of health and kindness!

Community Partnerships Shine Bright This
Holiday Season

Earlier this week, we had a lovely visit with Executive Director Ryan Elinkowski
from St. Jude Family Violence Prevention Center and Shelter in Crown Point,
Indiana. Ryan stopped by to present a painting made with finger imprints by
the children at the St. Jude shelter as a thank you for the support we provide
families transitioning out of the shelter through our New Directions program.
While he was here, we gave Ryan a tour of our resale shop, administrative
offices, donation collection area, and the big warehouse where we store
medical supplies. We were so excited to share more with him about all of the
services Hearts In Motion provides. We look forward to a long and heartfelt
relationship with St. Jude as we work together to help families get back on
their feet.
If you would like to help support a New Directions family in need, you can
donate new or gently used items to our Resale Shoppe . You can also help by
visiting our website to learn about our Community Service Projects or make a
donation to support our programming efforts.

The Music in Motion Marathon is BACK!
Save the date for this interactive event showcasing live and pre-recorded
musical performances, a curated selection of performance videos of Ian
Jerdon, and for the first time, live performances from our Music In Motion
students in Guatemala! This event is generously hosted at the Everloft Studios
in Schwenksville, PA, and will broadcast via Twitch online.

Visit the Music In Motion Facebook event page to mark your interest, receive
updates on the musician lineup and how to participate and support!

OUR MISSION:
Empowering volunteers to positively impact the lives of people in need in
Central America, South America, and the United States.
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